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Director "

Netionsel Perk Service
Departrment of the Interior
Veshington, D. C. 20240

Desr Mr. Hertzog:
MAYOR
As the (ownez, owrers) of Chestertown Historic District

(Tame of site)

located in Chestertown Kent County Maryland

(City) {County) (State)

(I,+e) hereby mzke forral zpplication for a certificate (x) and a
bronze plague, 17" x 18" (X), designeting this historic rroperty
a Naticnal Historic Iandrmark. (Check one or both &s desired. )

1. Fully conscicus of the high
goes with the ownership and care
national significence and worthy
(I,+=) agree to preserve, so far
(my,ourﬁ ebility, the historical

responsibility to the HNation that

of a property classified as having
of Netional Kisteric lendmark status,
as practicable end to the best of
integrity of this important part of

the national cultural heritage.

2, Toward this end, (I,we) agree to continue to use the property
only for purposes consistent with its historical character.

3. (I,we) agree to permit an annual visit to the property by e
s

representative of the National Park Service, as & basis for con-
tinuing Landmerk status.

L. If, for any reason, the three conditions mentioned gbove cannot
continue to be met, it is sgreed that the National Historic Landmark
status shell cease and that until such stetus is restored by the
Secretary of the Interior, neither the National Historic Ilandmark
certificate nor the plague will be displayed.

Cnestertown, Md. 21620
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON, D.C.

The National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings
Chestertown Historic District, Chestertown, Jaryland

Chestertown's beginning cates from 1698 when the court house for
Kent County was erected on the bank of the Chester River at the
future site of the town. In 1706 streets were laid out for a
town and in 1708 the small settlement, then known as New Town,
was made a Port of Entry for Cecil, Kent, and Queen Anne counties
of Maryland. New Town, however, failed to gzZow and the leading
tobacco port on the Eastern Shore duriag the first half of the
18th century was OCxford, located in Talbot County on the Tred
Avon River. Founced in 1683, Oxford was for some time a close
rival of Annapolis as the busiest port in the provirce.

owth as a major port began in 1730, when its

r, resurvecyed hisg land and laid cut <+he eMist-
ing griciron plen of streets and house l1ots. From about 1750-
1790 the towm fiourished as the chief tcbacco and wheat chipping
port of Maryland's Eastern Shore. During this period merchants
and planters constructed fine Georgian brick town houses in the
towm. Some 50 of these structures still stand.
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CHESTERTOWN HISTORIC DISTRICIJ~PMRYLAND

Boundaries of the Historic Distirict:

The historic district is bounded on the southcast by the

Chester River, on the southvest by Carnnon Street, on the
i

northwest by Spring Street, and-on the northeast by haple‘

Avenue, Precise boundaries are recorded in ink 6n copies
of the following two maps: U, S. Geological Survey Map:

Chestertown Quadrangle, Maryland, 7.5 Minute Seriés

(Topographic), 1953, and a rore detailed Street Map entitled

"Boundaries of Chestertown Historic District, Maryland,'
Copies of both maps are on flle wlth'the Branch of Histori

Surveys, Division of History, Office of Archeology and

Historic Preservation, National Park Service,
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Othhx_Sites LdneTored

A

Chestertowm Historic District, larvland
) A

Tocation: Kent Ccuavy, Chestertcwn,

Ovncrship: Various, private and public. Mr. Maynard P. White,
- Chaiiman, Historic Distriet Ccximdssion, 1067 South
Mill Strecet, Chestertown, laryland 21520,

Boundaries of Fistoric District (Seze atitachad map): The aren is
rournly bounded by the (nester River on the southeast,
by Cennon Strcet on ths southwest, by Cross Strezt
on the northuvest, and by li2ple Avenue on the noritheast,

History end Condition

" From ebout 1750 to 1790 Chestertosn flourished as
the chief tobzcco ard wasal shipping port of lziyland's Eastern
Shore. TDTuring this vericd paickznts end planters constructed
fine Georgizn brick town houses in the town. With the exception
of Annapolis, Chesiertic.n kas wore exvant pre-Revoluticnay

B

buiddinzs {hzn any obther Maryiand cormunity. Most of Chesteriown's
o> J J

soze 50 historic houses, hciever, have undergone consicerable
alleration.

Chestertowm's beginning dztes Trom 1698 when the court
house Tor Kent County was ereciod on the tank of the Thzsiir River
&t the Tuiture site of the towvn. In 1705 sirests were leid oud
for & towvn and in 1703 the si2ll settlesent, then known es liew
Town, vas rade a Port of Intry for Cecil, Kent, znd Qiecen inne
counties of lMaryland. XNew Towm, however, Teiied to grod eand the
lesding tobacco port on the Titzrn Shore during the Tirst hal?d
of the 18th century wes Cxford, located in Talbot Cownty on the
-Tred Avon River. Fouwnded in 1683, Oxford vas for scze tizme a
close rival of Anzacolis as the busiest rore in the vrovince.

X Chestertown's grovth as a rajor port began in 1730,
vhen its cowner, Simon Wilner, resurveyed his lznd and laid out the
existing gridiron plan of sireets end house lots. - As the heavy
vater-borne trade with Fniladelrhia grew, wealthy perchants and
planters began bullding tcwn houses in llew Towm. By 1775 the town
bad emerged as the chiel totacco and vwheat shipping port of the
Festern Shore. In 1780, when the town c!

the first ipstitultion of higher education in laryland, wes Tounded
et Chestertcrn by the Reverend William Smith, Thne first college
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rarter vas r2vizad, the noze

.of Kew Tcwn vas changed to Chastertown. In 17382 VWashipgzton College,
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gtructure, a large threz-story brick structure nedeled alfver
Princeton's llassou Y211, vas corpleted in 178h.l The toun's

f£irst nawspaper bsgan publication in 1793. Dy 1800, houever,
Chesterto.n vas in dceline as a port end vas rapidly losing its
trads to Paltinore. _ _ -

On Sortesher 23, 1910.2 sericus fire svept ths business
district of Chnestertown end destroyed 20 storces and six houses,
The 18th century residential zared, lying betwesen 32 business
section and th2 Checter River, howvever, €sc

avely 50 house

the pericd 1730-18600, but ros
in the 19th century. Tae fin
Period houses oxe concenira
River., There are few intrus

an zng redzral
near.tne Chester
the prodlem

becomes more serious as one procecds lorihvest ironm the river to
the business @istrict. ZAmong the structures of erchitect ral

interest ere thz following buildings:

1., Ringgold-FTezrce nouse {eiso imown as the Abbey), 100
South ster Street. In 1767 the rerchznt Thcras Ringgold bought
t1o0 hovses that had been built by lztheniel Falmer and Hathaniel
Hynscn, Jr. around 1735 and united these awellings with & nay
seetion into a QGoorglien threz-yart cczposition thic-and-one-nald
story brick hcuse, The elsborate inveriors of the house were
decorated by VWilliam Bucilond, noted exchi t of Anr=yrolis, in
1(6T7-177L. Thne origirzl Chipcend gian torpeling of the
éreving rcom was purchased &x
Paltirnore Museum of Art in th
the 193Cs and nod se=rves as the
Yashington College.

20s. The house vas restcred in
esidence of the president of

2. "Custca louse,” 101 South Valer Strect. A long three-story
brick building wiith a dorcered ond gabled roof, obvicusly erecied
is said to Lave been built by the

in two strges, this tuilci
Ringzolds in 162L, The Ti ich contaired three lerge
storage rocms, served as a worehcuse and the vsier ©
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a e = < 2 lcors were
utilized as tke living gusriers. Maryland colenizl port autherities
rented a rocxu in this hcuse for use as  Chestericwn's custca howvse.

3. Widehzll, 101 YNorth Vater Sitrect, at High Street. Trected
a

by Theoes Soythe, rercheant, ebout 1770, this is

one-belf story trick Czorgian hcuse with & hisrad and dorTered

roof and elzborate intericrs., The exterior, hoiever, has Deen

eltered: a rarserd rcof was added in the 19th century end the
L

-existing hip roof is & reccnstruction; the rresent large two-story

porch with tall Jonic columns was added across the rear (river)
elevetion in 1910,

81Washington College's origin=1 building was destroyed by fire
in 13827.
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4. River Youse, 107 liurth Vater Strcet. DBuilt in 1737-13
by Villicn Timbrill, & LorbIdcs royrehant, vrith eleborat T
dating Troa ground 1762, this is & large three-story br
Anne style house. The exterior, houever, has bsen eltered by the -

-

- paaition (c.1825) of a Greek Tlevivel porch oa th2 streed elevation

end the construcvion of o new wing, vhich also involved the
denolition of ike origiral gallericd porch, on the rear (rivcr)
elevabion in 1912, The fine Chipoondsle-Ceorgian tonelirg of
the thnird Tloor naster D2IXCSA VIS purehased and rezoved froa the
house by tho Izngy Francis IDnroas Tinterthir lusewn in 1925.

5. leteer House, 110 Ilerth Water Strecst. A Dprick dwelling
built in 1780. .

6. Torxins House, 115 Yorth Vater Street. A brick hcuse
dating Tre around 1726.

7. Pzcchus House, 201 Yiorih Vater Street. A brick hcuse
erected ercund 17380. . :

8. Ilicholscn-D2ringer nouse, Yiorth Quesn Strest. A fine
brick Federal Fericd towra house built in 1788 by Capizin Joha
Yicholson of thz U.S. hzvy.

9. mmanuel Protestznt Episcopal Church, High end Crecss
Streets. - A brick church, greatly aliered, ouilt in 1768, To

.
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etruciure is treated indivi
report. . . .
10. Palrer Kouse, 532 Vest Migh Street. A onz-ard-a-h2lf
story stcze house. . ST

11, Wnite Swen Tavern, 231-235 Fast High Street. A tvo-2
one-half story brick-puilding erected crournd 1750 end once use
as & “tavern.

12, Villiem Ezrroll Fous
{bree-story brick hcuse so
Yillianm Forroll V.

13, Wichas hcuse, 100 Past Figh Strest. A three-story brick
tevern built by Semuel Beck prior to XT75.

f=3
11y and in detz2il elsevnere in this

nd-
a

,.108-110 Past High Street. A
o T=ve been crecved eround 1735 by
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